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Subject:     "ENTERTAINING  THE  CLOTHES  MOTH."     Information  from  the  Bureau-ef 
Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine,  United  States  Department  o f .J^g^-^sitttr^t ' ^ 

— ooOoo — 

I  know  that  talking  about  the  habits  of  your  house  guests  is  not  sup- 
posed to  be  good  manners.     I  know  that  the  "book  of  etiquette  would  never 
approve  of  inquiring  into  the  personal  affairs  of  visitors  in  your  home  and 
gossiping  about  them. 

But  even  at  the  risk  of  being  thought  .impolite,   I  am  about  to  do  a 
little  gossiping  about  a  certain  individual  that  many  people  are  entertaining 
in  their  homes  this  spring.     This  particular  guest  goes  by  the  name  of  the 
clothes  moth.     If  you  haven't  met  the  clothes  moth  personally,  I  am  sure  you 
are  acquainted  with  it  by  reputation.     And  you  never  know  when  it  may  be  com- 
ing to  make  you  a  "flying  visit." 

The  clothes  moth  is  such  a  quiet,  harmless-looking,  unobtrusive  little 
thing  that  you  wouldn't  think  it  could  make  so  much  trouble  —  until  you  have 
had  some  experience  with  it.     And  judging  by  appearance,  you  wouldn't  guess 
either  what  an  expensive  guest  it  can  be. 

The  clothes  moth  is  really  no  trouble  at  all  to  entertain.     You  can 
easily  make  it  very  comfortable,  and  even  make  a  home  for  its  descendents 
quite  permanently.    You  don't  have  to  give  any  gay  parties  or  prepare  special 
dishes  for  this  visitor.     It  doesn't  care  for  outings  and  would  prefer  not  to 
neet  your  friends.     Just  provide  it  with  a  warm,  quiet,  dark,  undisturbed 
place  like  a  closet  containing  plenty  of  wool  clothes  and  furs,  and  the  clothes 
moth  will  be  completely  happy.  In  fact,   it  will  -probably  be  so  happy  that  it 
»ill  settle  down  to  raising  a  family.     Before  long  you  will  be  entertaining 
its  children  and  grandchildren. 

And  you  won't  have  to  worry  about  feeding  those  babies  as  they  come 
along,  either.     (They  can  come  along  -orettv  fast,  too.     The  entomologists  at 
♦he  Department  of  Agriculture  have  found  that  just  one  little  flying  moth  can 
ay  as  many  as  59  eggs  a  day. )    You  can  be  sure  that  the  mother  moth  will  park 
those  eggs  so  the  babies  will  have  plenty  of  food  at  hand  as  soon  as  they  hatch. 

Those  hungry  moth  babies  don't  start  life  on  a  milk  diet.     They  are 
ready  to  take  solid  food  and  plenty  of  it  on  their  first  day  out.     Their  food 
.  eierences  are  for  anything  wooly  or  furry.    They  get  their  calories  and  vita- 
ls from  all  kinds  of  animal  substances.     In  fact,   if  you  were  planning  a 
inner  menu  for  a  moth  guest,  it  might  be  something  like  this:    Appetizer  — 
Moth   flra'S  W°01  socks*  Main  course  —  Father's  best  suit  served  along  with 
felt     S  fUI"  collar;  Relish  —  the  bristles  of  a  saving  brush;  Salad  —  the 
'   *  in  the  piano;  Dessert  —  your  fine  Oriental  rug  or  the  hall  carpet. 
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That  menu  simply  illustrates  a  few  of  the  many  kinds  of  things  hungry 
moths  will  eat.     They  relish  wool,  fur,  hair,  feathers  and  any  fabric  manufac- 
tured from  them.     Moths  aren't  exactly  dainty  in  their  appetites  either.  They 
even  like  dead  insects  or  untreated  skins.    And  they  always  prefer  soiled 
clothes  to  clean  ones.     They  will  munch  first  on  the  wool  socks  that  have  "been 
worn  rather  than  those  that  have  been  washed.    And  they  will  go  first  for  the 
grease  spot  or  other  soiled  place  on  any  garment.     Hair  from  pet  animals  in  the 
cracks  of  the  floor,  or  wool  dust  or  lint  can  keep  a  moth  family  prosperous  for 
weeks . 


But  here  are  a  few  facts  for  your  comfort.     The  entomologists  say  that 
moths  rarely  injure  household  fabrics  or  wearing  apparel  in  daily  or  weekly  use. 
Moths  don't  like  to  have  their  meals  disturbed;  they  like  to  eat  in  peace  and 
quiet.    They  rarely  make  a  meal  on  articles  that  you  brush,  or  clean,  or  beat  as 
often  as  once  or  twice  a  month.     The  sad  exception  to  this  rule  is  furniture 
upholstered  in  wool  fabric  and  stuffed  perhaps  with  hair  or  wool  underneath. 
Once  moths  get  inside  such  a  chair  or  lounge,  they  don't  care  how  much  you  use 
that  furniture  or  how  you  brush  and  clean  the  surface.     They  know  they  are  safe 
in  that  cozy,  dark  protected  place  underneath  and  they  are  likely  to  go  on  eat- 
ing until  you  oust  them  by  fumigating. 

Now  for  a  little  gossip  about  the  private  life  of  the  moth.  Every 
clothes  moth  has  four  stages  of  life.     It  starts  life  as  an  egg;  then  becomes 
a  worm  or  larva;  then  goes  into  the  pupa  or  "cocoon"  stage;  and  finally  emerges 
as  the  flying  moth  or  miller,   that  is  responsible  for  the  next  generation. 

The  only  moth  form  that  does  any  eating  is  the  worm  or  larva,   so  this  is 
the  only  form  that  can  do  your  clothes  any  damage.     The  flying  moth  lives  less 
than  a  month  and  takes  no  nourishment.     Her  job  is  to  lay  eggs.     The  eggs  do  no 
eating  themselves  but  they  hatch  out  into  the  hungry  worms  that  cause  literally 
tnousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  damage  to  clothing  and  furnishings  in  this  coun- 
try every  year.     When  these  moth-worms  have  eaten  their  fill,  they  go  into  the 
Wa  stage  from  which  they  eventually  emerge  with  wings.     You  can  help  cut  down 
iuture  moth  population  by  killing  moths  in  any  of  these  forms. 

cloth*    C1fanliness  is  Probably  the  cheapest  and  most  effective  home-remedy  for 
Thorn    v,i  Cleanliness  helPs  prevent  moths;  it  also  helps  destroy  them, 

forms    \    Tlng  "  either  dry-cleaning  or  laundering  —  will  kill  all  moth 
The  min  ,      hlng'  airing.  an<i  sunning  also  are  great  helps  against  these  pests, 
moths  ™     ^  Cl0thes  are  clean>  Pack  them  away  in  tight  containers  before 
I  mean  n!  them  &gain  aM  leave  eggs  in  them«     men  1  5&Y  tight  containers, 

iae  in     v  well-sealed  30  that  even  a  small  insect  can't  come  crawl- 

orWtho- Wfap  y°Ur  °lean  clothes  in  unbroken  paper  with  the  edges  sealed, 
Put  them  in  sealed  garment  bags,  or  tight  chests. 

they  ar/l?  SU^stances  that  will  help  keep  your  clothes  safe  from  moths  while 
Both-balir°re^         nat3thalene  which  c°roes  in  flakes  or  balls  -  the  familiar 
^ese  suWa       Paradichlorobenzene  which  you  can  buy  in  flakes  or  crystals. 
th*t  are  unhpflCie,\ar^  lneXT5ensive-     ^  gradually  evaporate,  giving  off  gases 

gas  *n ?  I     7         m°thS*     But  y0U  have  t0  use  them  in  tight  containers  so 
balls  or  r^L    concentrated  and  penetrate  the  clothes.     A  vague  odor  of  moth 
petite.  °r  any  °ther  substances  will  not  spoil  a  good  healthy  moth's 

I  f* 

of  AgriculwU  Warn\the  latest  facts  on  moth  control,  write  to  the  Department 
^letin^CN^  i3^)      gt°n'  D*  °"  for  a  c°w  of  the  ^vised  clothes  moth 


